“? Discourse Moves for Fostering Confident Math Learners

Inviting Student Participation
What is it?

Providing students with the opportunity to share their ideas, solutions, or strategies.

Why do we use it?

Inviting students to participate not only serves to initiate a mathematical discussion, but also to elicit multiple
student perspectives, encouraging students to listen, and respond to other’s contributions. Who we invite to
participate can also serve to diminish hierarchical status among students (i.e., perceptions of differences in
smartness and ability to participate).

When Inviting Participation...
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Discourse Move: Inviting Student Participation
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participate and share their thinking.

NC Professional Teaching
Standards

Inviting student participation
aligns to Standard 2 and
Standard 4.

2a. Teachers encourage an
environment that is inviting.

2c. Teachers appreciate

the differences and value
contributions of each student
by building positive, appropriate
relationships.

2d. Teachers engage students to
ensure that their needs are met.

4b. Teachers engage students in
the learning process.
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NC Portrait of a
Graduate

Inviting Student Participation
aligns to the Critical Thinking,
Communication, and Empathy
competencies.

Analyze, assess, and
reconstruct personal thought
processes.

Articulate thoughts and ideas
effectively using oral and
written skills.

Foster belonging and trust
through mutual respect and
dialogue.

When working with a teacher,

here are some questions to
help coach the teacher to
implement the discourse move
of Inviting Student Participation
in their classroom.

Clarifying Questions...

How do you create an inviting environment where
students feel comfortable to share their thinking
with others? How do you engage students to
ensure that their individual needs are met?

Administrators

It is important to give students the space and time to work
through the problem, to guide their thinking while entrusting their
ability to find the solution. That starts with inviting students to

Standards of Mathematical
Practice (SMP)

SMP1 - Make sense of problems
and persevere in solving them.

Understand the approaches
of others to solving complex
problems.

SMP3 - Construct viable
arguments and critique the
reasoning of others.

Understand and use stated
assumptions, definitions, and
previously established results
in constructing arguments;
make conjectures and build

a logical progression of
statements to explore the
truth of their conjectures.

Digging Deeper for Discourse

How might you use inviting
students as a discourse move
to help students appreciate
and value the differences

among their contributions, while building

How do you support students in articulating their
thoughts and ideas effectively using oral and

written skills?

positive and appropriate relationships?

In the process of engaging students in the
learning process, how do you intentionally invite
students to analyze, assess, and reconstruct
personal thought processes?

Note: This resource is being co-designed by the NC math education community. We welcome feedback to inform its refinement at
https://forms.gle/8PBWGsvgJQzcditCF8 Check the website (nc2ml.org/high-school-teachers) for the most up to date resources.
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